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THE CLOCK MAN
by Shel Silverstein  2011 5th Grade

Sheldon Allan “Shel” Silverstein (1930-1999) was an American

poet, cartoonist, screenwriter, and author of children’s books. In

the following a poem, a child has a conversation with the clock

man. As you read, take notes on how the person in the poem

reacts to and feels about time.

“How much will you pay for an
extra day?”

[1]

The clock man asked the child.

“Not one penny,” the answer came,

“For my days are as many as
smiles.” 

“How much will you pay for an
extra day?”

[5]

He asked when the child was
grown.

“Maybe a dollar or maybe less,

For I’ve plenty of days of my own.”

“How much will you pay for an extra day?”

He asked when the time came to die.[10]

“All of the pearls in all of the seas,

And all of the stars in the sky.”
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